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Objectives
� Understand the need and purpose of the 
Legislative Symposium.
� Understand the basic concept of 
legislative lobbying.
� Understand the issues facing the clinical 
laboratory and laboratory personnel.
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The POWER of Advocacy
Elected officials pay 
attention to the people 
who elect them, but 
only if those people 
know how to use their 
“Power of 
Constituency”

This is why YOUR voice 
is so important
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The Legislative Symposium is held annually 
in Washington DC.

It is sponsored by ASCLS, CLMA, ASCP 
and AMT
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Leg Day was the idea of ASCLS 20 years 
ago to meet the needs of its members in the 
field of Government Advocacy.

First Leg Day was held a few days prior to 
the ASCLS Annual Meeting in Washington 
DC and was held in June.
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Subsequent meetings have been held annually in 
March with significant financial support from the 
ASCLS PAC. 

CLMA soon joined ASCLS as a sponsor of the 
event.

In the last few years ASCP and AMT have been 
added as sponsors.
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Purpose
� To explain to laboratorians the govermental
issues facing them and their profession.
� To learn what they can do to influence the 
governmental process.
� To meet with our legislators to discuss our 
issues and concerns. 
� To put a face on who we.
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Who Should attend:
� Local and National Leadership

� Students
� New Professionals

� Anyone who is interested in Legislation 
affecting the Laboratory Profession.
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• What do you need to do to prepare for 
your trip to Washington DC?
– Schedule appointments with your 

Senators and Representatives.

– Review Pre-conference material sent to 
you for an overview of the issues to be 
discussed at the Conference.
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The Symposium lasts two days.

• Day 1 - Educational

• Day 2 - Hill Visits
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Day 1

� Overview of key Legislative and Regulatory Issues

� Explanation of PAC by sponsoring organizations.

� Updates on key issues effecting the laboratory profession.

– CLIA Update by Judy Yost from CMS

– Personnel Shortage by Jeff Jacobs of ASCP

– CCCLW Update by Paula Garrott of ASCLS
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Day 1 (continued)
� How to Lobby, Meeting with Members of Congress 

given by a Legislative Assistant from one of the 
Congressional Offices
– How Congressional Offices Work
– How the Legislative Staff View your Visits
– How to communicate your Message Effectively

� Preparing for Your Congressional Visits
– Issues “Talking Points”
– Getting around on the Hill
– “Practicing” Your Message
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Day 2

� Travel to the Hill for your Congressional Visits.

� Meet with Congressmen or their staff.

� Discuss the issues and leave material with them 
concerning these issues.
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Post-Conference

� Follow up with each office you visited and 
review the issues you brought to their 
attention.

� Know that you are making a difference in 
the future of the Profession
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State Legislation Symposium

The Missouri Organization for Clinical Laboratory 
Science recently used this same concept of the 
Legislative Symposium on a state level to bring 
members to Jefferson City to meet with and lobby 
members of the state congress concerning their 
bills on state licensure.
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Issues Facing Healthcare and the Clinical 
Laboratory

+National Issues

+Local or State Issues
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� Competitive Bidding Demonstration 
Project
� Laboratory Fee Schedule
� Personnel Shortage

National Issues
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Success Story

Thanks to the efforts of our professional organizations and 
everyones efforts at last years Legislation Symposium; 
as well as, all the letters and emails to everyones’
Senators and Representatives the Competitive Bidding 
Project was killed.
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Our Goals for Health Reform
� Convey importance of clinical labs to a reformed health 
care system that emphasizes care that is:

-- High quality
-- Cost effective
-- Prevention-based

� Reform Medicare Part B fee schedule (H.R. 1452)

� Protect lab reimbursements from payment cuts
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Medicare Clinical Diagnostic 
Laboratory Fee Schedule 

Modernization Act of 2009 
(HR 1452)
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Why Modernize the 
Clinical Lab Fee Schedule?
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Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory Fee Schedule 
Modernization Act of 2009

� Introduced March 11, 2009 by Reps. Bart Stupak (MI) and 
Michael Burgess (TX)

� Purpose:
- To ensure access to the best and most advanced testing available
- To modernize the CLFs to reflect cost and value
- To involve relevant stakeholders
- To create a mechanism for periodic revisions and inflationary 

updates

� Accomplished through Negotiated Rulemaking
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Specimen Collection Fee

� Section 102 amends the SSA to adjust the specimen 
collection fee 

� Increases specimen collection fee to $6.04 for 2010

� This amount reflects past CPI updates for inflation

� Provides annual CPI update moving forward.
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Why the Need for an Update?
� The cost of obtaining quality specimens has increased 
dramatically since 1984, regardless of inflation

� In 2001, OSHA revised its Bloodborne Pathogen 
Standards after Congress passed the Needlestick Safety and 
Prevention Act

� Although important, the new standards imposed an 
“unfunded mandate” by requiring costly new health care 
worker safety provisions.

2009 Great Plains
Regional Laboratory Expo

The Laboratory Personnel Shortage

Patient access to quality health care services relies, in large part, on 
an adequate supply of well-trained allied health professionals.  
Unfortunately, many allied health fields, including the field of
medical laboratory science, are plagued by severe workforce 
shortages.  The U.S. Department of Labor projects that 
approximately 15,000 medical laboratory professionals will be 
needed each year through 2014. Unfortunately, the programs 
preparing tomorrow’s laboratory workforce train only about a third 
of what is needed.  Fewer than 5,000 individuals are graduating 
each year from accredited training programs 
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Compounding the effort to increase our nation’s capacity to train 
new laboratory professionals is the substantial decline in education 
programs over the past ten years. According to the National 
Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAACLS), 
the number of accredited medical laboratory science programs 
dropped from 709 in 1975 to 219 in 2009. For cytotechnologists, 
the number of training programs has been reduced 40 percent; from 
65 programs in 1994 to 39 active programs in 2008. NAACLS 
reports that 7 laboratory science programs and 17 medical 
laboratory technician programs across twenty states are at risk for 
closure this year.

The Laboratory Personnel Shortage
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� Support reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act 
(WIA) in 2009 with an enhanced authorization level for the 
Community-Based Job Training Grants Program.  

� Appropriate $250 million dollar for the Community-Based Job 
Training Grants program in FY 2010.   

� Urge HHS to designate a portion of the $200 million available 
for Health Professions Training in the stimulus package to medical 
laboratory science students and medical laboratory training 
programs.  (Title VII Allied Health Programs)

� Reauthorize Title VII Allied Health Programs to include 
provisions that support laboratory training programs and students; 

2009 Great Plains
Regional Laboratory Expo

State Issues

The Number one issue facing our state  
organizations is Licensure of Laboratory 

Personnel
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Licensure

� Region VI States involved in recent 
licensure efforts – Illinois, Iowa, Missouri

� Who should be licensed

� Who is the opposition



Questions?


