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What is  C ertification 

Maintenance?

• Mandatory C ontinuing E ducation required 

to keep your B oard of R egis try or NC A 

C ertification

• MT (AS C P ) / C L S (NC A)

• ML T (AS C P ) / C L T (NC A)
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AS C P /B OR  C ertification 

Maintenance

• Not the same as  being a member of AS C P

• Members hip in AS C P  is  voluntary and 

maintenance of certification is  not 

contingent upon s ame.
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NC A C ertification

• S ince 1978

• Always  had mandatory C E  requirements

• 36 C E U’s  every three years
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AS C P /B OR  C ertification

• Mandatory C ontinuing E ducation 
implemented for thos e pas s ing the 
exams  in 2004 and after

• R equired for entry level categories

– MT

– ML T

– MP

– C ategoricals  – H, M, B B , P B T
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Voluntary AS C P /B OR  C ertification 

Maintenance

• Mandatory C ontinuing E ducation not 
required if your certification was earned 
prior to 2004 

• P articipation in Voluntary certification 
maintenance program encouraged

• S ame in all ways  except there are no 
penalties  if you choose not to participate
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Why R equire Mandatory C E ?

• Demonstrates  to the public that  

continued competence of medical 

laboratory personnel is  ass ured

• K eeps  you current on developments  in 

your field

• P rovide opportunities  for both 

profes s ional and personal enrichment
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What if I don’t do this?

• Y our certificate will no longer be valid if 

you fail to recertify after the 3-year time 

period printed on your original certificate

• C an’t us e (AS C P )C M after your name! 
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What if I don’t do this?

More importantly  

• Inquiries  into your certification status  by 

potential employers  will be ans wered that 

you are no longer certified.
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What do I have to do?

• E arn a minimum of 36 points   (C E Us  -

C ontinuing E ducation Units ) every three 

years  s tarting from the day you become 

certified, i.e P as s  your exam
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What is  cons idered a point?

• 1 contact hour =  1 point

– In formal C E  courses

– E mployer s ponsored in-services

– T eleconferences 

• 1 P AC E  credit =  1 point

• 1 C ME  = 1 point
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What kinds  of C E Us  do I need 

to maintain MT  and ML T  

certification?
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Minimum D is tribution of P oints  for 

G eneralis ts

• 1 P oint in S afety

• 2 P oints  in each of the following:

– B lood B anking

– C hemistry

– Hematology

– Microbiology
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Distribution of P oints  (con’t)

• R emaining P oints  (25) in area(s) of lab 

s pecialty, immunology, molecular 

diagnos tics , management, education, or 

other related laboratory areas  of interes t
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Important Note

• C ontinuing E ducation activities  may not be 

carried over from one 3-year period to the 

next.

• i.e.  If you pas s  your exam on J une 1, 

2008 all  activities  mus t occur between 

J une 1, 2008  and May 31, 2011
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How can I get these P oints?

• F ormal C ontinuing E ducation C ours es  

s uch as  this  annual meeting!

• S ponsored by various  organizations :

– AS C P , AAC C , AS C L S , C AC ML E , AS H, AS M, 

J C AHO , American R ed C ross , C AP , S WAC M
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How can I get these P oints?

• E mployer-offered cours es  such as  in-

s ervices , ins trument training, vendor-

s pons ored, etc

– 1 contact hour = 1 P oint

– T his  is  where your S afety requirement point 

will mos t likely come from
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How can I get these P oints?

• C ollege/Univers ity coursework

– 1 semester hour = 15 P oints

– 1 quarter hour = 10 P oints
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How can I get these P oints?

• T eleconferences , s ubs cription or online 

s elf-ins tructional cours es  for which C ME , 

C ML E , AC C E NT , and P AC E  credits  are 

awarded

– 1 contact hour = 1 P oints
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How can I get these points?

• C ompetence As s es s ment by E mployer

– R equires  the AS C P /B O R  E mployer 

Assessment F orm (found in C MP  B ooklet)

– 2/year with a maximum of 4 in this  category
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How can I get these points?

• S erving on committees/boards  related to 

the profes s ion at the national, s tate, 

regional, or local level (AS C L S  [K S C L S ], 

C L MA)

– 2 points  for each year served
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• T here are other activities  that can earn 

you points  but they are more likely to be 

us ed by MT /ML T s  who have been in the 

field for a while

• As  a new graduate you may not be able 

to utilize thes e other activities

• C heck the C MP  B ooklet for a complete 

lis ting.
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Documentation

• C ertificates  of P articipation

• P AC E  C ertificates

• P rogram S yllabi

• K eep copies  of thes e in a s afe place 

where you will be able to find them when 

you need them!

• Make s ure the date is  on them!
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P rocedure

• At leas t 2 months  before your certification 

expires  complete the Declaration F orm

• J us t lis t what you have done for 

C ontinuing E ducation on the form

• S end to AS C P  B oard of R egis try along 

with applicable fees*
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*Applicable F ees

• If you join AS C P  when you graduate, and 

remain a member for 3 consecutive years , 

you get a voucher that covers  the fee for 

the renewal of one certification

• S o you would not ever have to pay for 

your C MP  renewal if you join.
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P rocedure (con’t)

• If your documentation is  accepted without 

audit you will get a new certificate valid for 

3 years  and a new C MP  packet for the 

next time period
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P rocedure (con’t)

• Y ou only have to s end your documentation 

if contacted by the AS C P  B oard of 

R egis try

• Differs  from NC A requirements  where you 

s end copies  of your certificates  with your 

renewal form
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Double C ertifications

• F or thos e with multiple certifications  (i.e. 

MT /C L S  and MP ) you can us ed s ome of 

the s ame activities  for both certifications

• i.e. S afety training, and the elective 

continuing education activities
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P aying for Double C ertifications

• A s econd certification requires  and 

additional $15 fee to be s ent with your 

renewal

• S o if you use the voucher, you will only 

have to pay $15

• If you don’t us e the voucher, you will pay 

$50 for the firs t certification and $15 for 

the s econd.
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S ome activities  can be used  for 

different categories

• “Molecular C omparis ons  B etween 

T halas s emias  and Hemoglobinopathies ”

can be us ed as  either Hematology point or 

as  a molecular diagnos tics  point, but not 

both
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S ome activities  can be used  for 

different categories

• A cas e s tudy in Immunohematology worth 

2 C E Us can be us ed in several ways :

– 2 pts  in either Hematology, immunology, or 

blood bank

– 1 pt in blood bank & 1 pt in immunology, or 

any other combination of the 3 areas
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What if you can’t recertify?

• Y ou can reques t inactive s tatus  for one 

year if you have extenuating 

circums tances

– S erious , incapacitating illnes s over one year 

in duration

– Military ass ignment overs eas  in a location 

with no access  to on-line workshops
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What if you can’t recertify?

• F inancial hards hip and pers onal/family-

related res pons ibilities  are not cons idered 

extenuating circums tances !
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What if you let your C ertification 

E xpire?

• Y ou can s eek reins tatement

• R equires:

– Declaration form

– P ay current C MP  fees

– P ay an additional $50 reinstatement fee

• If more than 10 years  has  elapsed you will 

need to retake and pas s  the exam
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E xamples  of F ace to F ace 

C ontinuing E ducation

• Multi-day Meetings

• O ne day workshops

• C ollege C ours ework

• Hos pital G rand R ounds  & L ectures

• P rices  vary
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E xamples  of P aper-B ased 

C ontinuing E ducation
• J ournal Article-bas ed activities

– L ab Medicine – journal of the AS C P  that 

you get if you join AS C P

– C linical L aboratory S cience – journal of 

AS C L S  that you get if you join AS C L S

– Advance for ML P s (free s ubscription)

• R ead the article/cas e s tudy; ans wer 

the ques tions , s end in the ans wer 

s heet with fee ($15-20)
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C olorado As sociation for 

C ontinuing Medical L aboratory  

E ducation

• www.cacmle.org

• P aper-bas ed C E

– Anticoagulant T herapy – 5 C H for $60

• T eleconferences

– Interactive Micro series  with optional 

wet unknowns

– $178/sess ion
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C AC ML E  (con’t)

• Workshops  & S eminars

– “Micro in the Mountains”

– Multiday works hop in B reckenridge, C O  held 

annually
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AS C P  O n-line Activities

• www.as cp.org

• C as e S tudies  over Various  topics

– C ost is  $13 for 1 C ML E

• S hort C ours es  over various  topics

– $33-54 for 2-4 C ML E
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AS C P  T eleconferences

• T eleconferences  that can be purchas ed 

individually or in a series  (by topic)

• Us ually purchas ed by a lab

• C an be attended by many lab pers onnel
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AS C P  – C heckS ample, C heckP ath,

& L abQ

• Materials  sent out monthly, quarterly, or as  

s ingle events

• P rinted material plus  s lides  and other 

diagnos tic materials

• C heckS ample – mos t like to be purchased 

by the lab as  a whole

• C heckP ath & L abQ priced to be 

purchas ed by individuals
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AS C L S  On-line C E  Activities

• www.AS C L S .org

• T he L earning S cope (Advance Magaz ine)

• C an earn up to 6 C E Us

– R ead article

– T ake quiz (paper or on-line)

– P ay fee

– C ertificate is  sent to you
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AS C L S  On-line C E  Activities

• www.AS C L S .org

• Wes tgard Quality C orporation

• E arn 8 C E Us  for $40

• T opics  on quality control, method 

validation & verification
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Media L ab Inc

• L ink to from the AS C L S  webpage

• S ubs cription s eries  for on-line cours es

• E arn up to 70 C ontact Hours  for $95/year
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National L ab T raining Network

• www.cdc.gov/nltn

• F ace to face training

• Works hops  in a box

• S elf s tudy modules

• L ending L ibrary

• Audio conferences  & webcas ts

• F ree to about $60
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Medical L ab T raining

• www.medtraining.org

• Ins titutional s ubscriptions

• C overs  all topics  in the lab

• Unlimited us e once you s ubs cribe
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C linical L ab S tandards  Institute 

(C L S I)

• L ink to from the AS C L S  webpage

• T eleconferences

• P rices  range from F R E E  to 

$195/teleconference
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C ollege C lasses  On-line

• G reat for C L T /ML T  who want to complete 

their B .S .

– Univers ity of Medicine & Dentistry of New 

J ersey

– Univers ity of C incinnati

– Weber S tate Univers ity

– Michigan S tate Univers ity (Molecular 

D iagnostics )
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